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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
tlie Subject application: 



1. (currently amended) An image-processing method for a printing device which lias a 
recording head in which a plurality of printing elements are provided and drives the printing 
elements based on multi-level image data to form an image on ([an]] a recording medium, 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting a gamma correction parameter according lo prinUng characteristics of the 
recording hefid; and 

forming an image on the recording medium ba.sed on the selected gaiimia correction 
parameter. 



2. (currently amendcd)A printing device which has a recording head in which a plurality 
of printing elements are provided and drives the printing elements based on multi-level image 
data to form an image on [[anJJ a recording medium, comprising: 

a selection unit selecting a gamma correction parameter according to printing 
characteristics of the rectjrding head; and 

an image forming unit foi-ming an image on the recording medium based on the gamma 
correction parameter selected by the selection unit. 



3. (currently amended) An image-prixjessing method for a printing device which has a 
recording head in which a plurality of printing elements are provided and drives the printing 
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Clements based on mulli-levd image data to form an image on ||an]] a recording medium, 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting a gamma correction parameter according to lightness characteristicsof a printed 
image of the recording head; and 

forming an image on the recording medium based on the selected gamma correction 
parameter. 



4. (currently amended) A printing device which has a recording head in which a plurality 
of printing elemcnLs are pravided and drives the printing elements hased on multi-level image 
data to fonn an image on | [an]] a i-ccording medium, comprising: 

ii selection unit selecting a gamma ctirrection parameter according to lightness 
characteristics of a printed image of the recording head; and 

an image forming unit forming an image on the rcx:oi-dio,g medium based on the gamma 
correction parameter selected by the selection unit. 



5. (currently amended) An image-processing method for a printing device wliich has a 
recording head iu which a plurality of printing elements arc provided and drives the printing 
elements based on multi-levcJ image data to form an image on [[an]] a rccoi-ding medium, 
comprising tlie steps of: 

selecting a gamma correction parameter according to optical density characteristics of a 
printed image of the recording head; and 

forming an image on the recording medium based on the selected gamma correction 
parameter. 
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6. (currently amended) A printing device which has recording head in which a plurality 
of printing elements are provided and drives the prinUng elements based on iniilti-level image 
diita to Ibrm an image on | f an]] a recording inedium, comprising: 

a .selection unit selecting a gaiiimu correction parameter according to optical density 
characteristics of a printed image of the i-ecording head; and 

an image forming unit fonning an image on the recording medium based on the gamma 
correction parameter selected by the selection i4nit. 

7. (currently amended) An imagc-pnicessing method for an ink-jet printing device wliich 
ha.s an ink-jet recording head in which a plurality of nozzles are provided and di.scharges ink 
drops from the plurality of nozzles based on multi-level image data to form an image on [Ian]] 
a recording medium, compri.sing the steps of: 

selecting a gamma correction paratneter according to discharging characteristics of the 
ink-jet recording head; and 

forming an image on the recording medium ba.sed on tlie selected gamma correction 
pai-amcler. 

8. (currently amended) An ink-jet printing device which has an ink-jet recording head in 
which a plurality of nozzles are provided and discharges ink drops from the plurality of nozzles 
based on multi-level image data to forni an image on [|anll a recording medium, comprising: 

a selection unit selecting a gamma correction parameter according to discharging 
characteristics of the ink-jet recording head; and 
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an image fon«ing unil forming an image on the recording medium based on the gamma 
coirectioa parameter selected by the selection unit. 



9. Coriginal) The ialc-jet printing device according to claim 8 wherein the dischou-ging 
chai-acieristics of the ink-jet recording head are characteristics of an ink drop volume to an input 
gradation level. 



10. (original) The ink-jet printing device according to claim 8 wherein the di.scharging 
characteristics of the ink-jet recording head are chai-acteristics of an ink drop velocity to an input 
gradation level. 



11. (currently amended) An image-processing method for an ink-jet printing device 
which has an ink-jet recording head in which a plurality of nozzles are provided and discharges 
ink drop.s from the plurality of nozzles based on multi-level image data to fonn an image on 
[[anil a recording medium, comprising the step.s of: 

selecting a gamma correction parameter according to lightness of a printed image of the 
ink-jet recording hefid; and 

forming an image on the i-ecording medium based on the .selected gamma correction 
parameter. 



12. (currently amended) An ink-jet printing device which has an ink-jet recording head in 
which a plurality of nozzles arc provided and di.schargcs ink drops from the plurality of nozzles 
based on multi-level image data to form an image on [[anjj a recording medium, comprising: 
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a selection unit selecting a gamma corrccticni paraincter according to lightncs.s of u 
printed image of the ink-jet recording head; and 

an image fonning unit foniiing an image on the recording medium ba.sed on the gainma 
correetion parameter .selected by the selection unit. 



13. (original) The ink-jet prinLing device according to claim 12 wherein the gamma 
correction parameter is selected according to the lightness of the printed image to a plurality of 
gradation levels. 



14. (original) The ink-jet printing device according to claim 12 wherein the gamixia 
correction parameter is selected according to the lightness of the printed image to one gradation 
level. 



15. (currently amended) An imagc-pr(x;e.ssing method for an ink-jet printing device 
which has an ink-jet recording head in which a plurality of nozzles are provided and discharges 
ink drops from the plurality of nozzles based on multi-level image data to form an image on 
I fan]] a recording tnedium, comprising the steps of: 

.selecting a gamma correction parameter according to an optical density of a printed 
image of the iiik-jet recording head; and 

forming an image on the recording medium based on the selected gamma correcdon 
parameter. 



16. (cunently amended) An ink-jet printing device which has an ink-jet recording head in 
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which a plurality of nozzles are provided and dischaige.s ink drop.s from the plurality of nozzles 
ba.sed oh multi-ievcl image data to form an image on [[aiiJl a recording medium, comprising: 

a selection unit selecting a gamma correction parameter according to an optical density of 
a printed image of the ink-jet recording head; and 

an image forming unit an image on the recording medium based on the gamma correction 
parameter selected by the selection unit. 

17. (original) The ink-jei printing device according to claim 16 wherein the gamma 
correction parameter is selected according to the optical dcn.siiy of the printed image to a 
plurality of gradation levels, 

18. (original) The ink-Jet printing device according to claim 16 wherein tlie gamma 
coixection parameter is .selected according to the optical density of the printed image to one 
gradation level. 

19. (cun-ently amended) An ink-jet printing device which has a plurality of ink -jet 
recording heads in which a plurality of nozzles are provided for each ink-jet recording head and 
discharges ink drop.s of a plurality of colors from the plurality of nozzles of the plurality of ink- 
jel recording head.s respectively based on multi-level image data to form a color image on Lranj] 
a recording medium, each ink-jet recording head comprising: 

a selection unit selecting a gamma coiTcction parameter of a corresponding color 
according lo discharging characteri.stics of the ink-jet recording head. 
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Claims 20 and 21 (canceled). 



22, (cuiTently amended) The ink-jet printing device according to any of claims 8, 16 and 
19 11-21]] wherein the selected giimma correction parameter is displayed. 

23. (cimently amended) The ink-jet printing device according to any oF cioimr, 10 21 
wherein the .selected gamma correction parameters of the plurality of colors are 

displayed respectively. 



24. (original) A printer driver of an ink -jet printing <ievicc which carries out the image- 
processing method according to any of claims 7, 11 and 15 wherein the image data is outputted 
to the ink-jet printing device according to the selected gamma correction parameter. 

25. CoriginaJ) The printer driver according to claim 24 wherein the printer driver 
compri.ses a unit setting the selected ganmia con ection parameter to the ink-jet printing device. 



Claim 26 (canceled). 



27. (currently amended) The ink-jet printing device according to any of claim.s 8. 12, 16 
and 19 [[-21 J | wherein the ink-jet printing device comprises a unit storing a plurality of gamma 
correction pai'ameters, and one of the plurality of the gamma correction parameters is selected. 

28. (currently amended) The ink-jet printing device according to any of clai mf^t 19 21 
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ckmm wherein the ink-jet printing device conipdscs a unit storing . plurality of gamma 
correction pai-ameters of the plurality of colors, and one of the pkirality of the gainma cori^ction 
puranieters i.s selected, 



29. (ciirrently amended) The ink-Jet printing device according t(^ any of claim- 19 21. 
wherein the gamma correction parameters arc selected .such that a difference in 
lightness between different printed images of die plurality of ink-Jet recording hcad.s for a same 
color i.s less than ±10. 



30. (currently amended) The ink- jet pi inting device according to any of okiimj; 10 21 
^^^^^ ^-^^ wherein the ink-jet printing device comprises a unit storing the selected gamma 
correction parameters for the respective colors, and values of the selected gamma con:ection 
parameters for at least two colors arc different. 



31. (original) The ink-jet printing device accordmg to claim 30 wherein the ink-jet 
printing device comprises a unit setting a kind of the selected gamma correction parameter of 
each ink-jet recording head to the ink-jet printing device. 



Claims 32 and 33 (canceled). 



34. (original) The image-processing method according to claim J or 3 wherein the 
recording head in which the plurality of printing elements arc provided is a thermal recording 
head, the gamma correction parameter is selected accor-ding lo gradation printing characteristics 
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of the themal recording head, and the image is formed on the recording medium based on the 
selected gamma correction parameter. 



35. (original) The printing device according to claim 2 or 4 wherein the recording head in 
which the plurality of the printing elements arc provided is a thermal recording head, the 
selection unit selects the gamma correction piiramctcr according to gradation printing 
characteristics (jf the thermal recording head, and the image fortriing unit forms the image on the 
recording medium based on the gamma cpnection parameter selected by the selection unit. 
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